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Visual Streamline FAQ 

 

How Does the Report Generator work within Streamline 10? 
 

There are different Reporting tools available within Streamline 10.  

 

Print Data Function: 

 

The Print Data function is invoked via the CTRL+P key combination whenever the ‘Print Data’ property is set to ‘Yes’ 
in the properties of a task: 

(Task Properties  Options  Allowed End User Functionalities) 

This function launches a Built in Report Generator that allows a user to take information from a screen and select 
the necessary fields needed for exporting purposes.  One of the draw back to this feature is that the field must be 
visible on the screen to export.  If it’s a field that exists in the table, but not physically displayed on the screen, it 
can’t be exported. 

This functionality has been currently added to all Master Files. The CTRL+P is captured by the main program which 
opens the dialogue screen that asks for ‘Custom Export’ or ‘Report Generator’ as shown in the print screen below. 
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Custom Export 

For the purposes of this documentation, we’ll assume the user has selected ‘Custom 
Export’, although the same requirements apply to the Report Generator. 

The Export function requires that a data set be selected before entering the 
program. This means that you cannot execute the Export function independently (as 
a menu option, as an example) and then select the tables & relationships from a list. 
Note: This behaviour is tied to INTERNAL UniPaaS functionality, not Streamline 
development. 

 

The calling program passes the variable list from the user’s current task, making those fields available for export. The 
2nd step of the Export process is to select the columns for export, and to set their order. There are a number of rules 
that determined whether or not a field will appear in the field list. These are as follows: 

� The field MUST be placed somewhere on the screen. 

� The field must be VISIBLE at the time the CTRL+P command is executed. For example, if a field is only displayed 
when a certain condition is TRUE, that condition must be TRUE for the record on which you are parked when 
you launch the Export in order for the field to be displayed in the field list.  
NOTE: The condition is actually evaluated for each record so records where the condition is FALSE will not 
export the field’s value under the above scenario. 

� If a field exists in a displayed table and the COLUMN has a VISIBLE condition but the field does not, the field will 
still be available for export even if the column is not displayed. 
For example, the product code lookup screen has several columns that are conditionally displayed, such as 
descriptions in alternate languages or segments. Even though the column may not display (and by extension the 
field is not displayed) the field is still sent to the export function and is available in the field list.  

� The ENABLE parameter does not affect whether or not a field is displayed or exported. 

� The field must be tied to a variable, either REAL (a table column) or VIRTUAL (a calculated value).  

� Certain types of fields (such as push button fields) are not exported regardless of whether or not they are tied to 
a variable. 

� Only fields in the immediate task are available for export. 

� Selection criteria in the task are honoured. For example: if the product browse screen has been filtered to show 
Active products only, only those records with status ‘A’ are passed to the export. 

 

Column headings are taken from the field name as defined in the task.  
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Report Generator 

As noted, the parameters, restrictions and conditions that apply to export also 
apply when the user selects the Report Generator as the output. 

 

When the report generator is launched, the system retrieves all the applicable 
records from the table and passes them through to the reporting tool. This is 
indicated by a small ‘Fetched’ window that is opened, displaying the number of 
records read. 

After the data has been fetched the Report Writer is launched and the user can 
select to print an existing report (that was created based on the same view, by the SAME USER) or create a new 
report. 

 

Users select the fields for the report, set groups, sorting and accumulators. The report layout is then generated. 

 

Once the layout has been defined, select PREVIEW to see the report.  

 

To add runtime parameters, you can add a User Question under the Variables option. You can then create a filter 
than uses the user question. For example, you may define 2 user questions: From Code and To Code and then add a 
filter to set the report’s range based on those values. Note: these questions work within the data set that was 
initially passed to the Report Generator. 

 

You can also add other variables as expressions to the report. These could be calculations or other data. New 
variables can then be added as columns to the report. The column headings can be changed but not other 
characteristics such as width. 

 

Saved reports do not save the selection criteria from the calling task. Using the same example as in the export 
section, suppose you filtered the product codes to Active only and created a report, the next time you are in product 
maintenance, you can filter the products differently (Type ‘Z’, Obsolete only), press CTRL+P and open the existing 
report. The new filters will now apply to the data. 

 

General Notes 

The functionality of being able to export data sets directly from a task can be handy but the ultimate usefulness 
depends on how the table relationships and screen layout have been designed. 

 

You will not be able to link additional tables or select non-displayed fields as part of the export or report and 
although the Report Generator offers a number of drawing tools and special fields that can be added in designing 
reports there is limited flexibility.  You may still require the use of other reporting tools, such as Excel Query and 
Crystal in order to create more complicated reports. 
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Export Data to Excel: 

This function is launched from the EXCEL icon located at the top of the screen. 

 

 
There are two icons, the Option icon allows you to define the exact fields that you want to export.  This feature 
allows you to set the requirements once, then upon using the EXCEL icon, system will use your predefined setttings.  
The options button only needs to be done once, it allows you to customize the information needed such as the 
fields, the file type.  The Export Data to Excel option allows you to have access to more data than you see on the 
screen, however one draw back compared to the program demonstrated using CTP + P is that you have to sort 
through more data to get the selected field you need.    This could include things such as push buttons, business 
rules, and virtual fields.    There will be a reference to any program, or Business Rule that is used in dislpaying the 
data that you are exporting. 

For example, in the print screen below, it shows business rules, you need to scroll through to get to the actual table 
CUSTOMERS to see the physical fields that you need to export.  Here you have the option to resequence the fields, 
the system will renumber based on your selections.   

 

 
Similar to the CTL P option, the Export Data to Excel feature also honors any links that are predefinded behind the 
scenes.  However this is limited to fields that have been defined for use within the program.    If you access the 
Export Data To Excel key and the fields that you are on have not been defined for use,  you will receive a message 
indicating that the Program was not configured.  
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SQL Reporting: 

 

 
 

This function is launched from the far right icon as shown in the above figure.  This tool is very comprehensive and 
requires extensive knowledge on both database structure and SQL scripts.  It is not recommended for use without 
this knowledge.  

 

 


